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“Imagination is the source of every form of human achievement. 
And it’s the one thing that I believe we are systematically 
jeopardizing in the way we educate our children and ourselves.”

- SiR KEN ROBiNSON 
(Author, Speaker and International Advisor on Education)

Build a Library Legacy
All across the US, a library is growing. It shares no common walls, and no roof can contain 
its soaring potential. Authors K-12 nationwide have already contributed to it - filling 
thousands of shelves with stories born of each of their priceless imaginations. These are 
the books of young WRiTE BRAiN authors - inspired by wordless illustrations. It’s as if 
these text-less, artful books have been waiting for students to discover them and finally 
unlock the hidden meanings behind each image. 

In this digital age, WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS is leading a movement to preserve the legacy 
of literary storytelling, infused with the kind of creativity fed by the tools of the mind and 
nothing else. We have seen first-hand, the impact creative writing has upon the self-
esteem of students of all ages, and from all backgrounds. It has emboldened us to grow 
this company and, as a result, grow the WRiTE BRAiN LIBRARY- a collection of books 
certain to leave a literary legacy for this and many generations to come.
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Dear Educators,
This series of lesson plans is designed to introduce your students to a narrative and creative writing 
process unlike any other. Your students will develop written communication skills as they plan, author, 
and edit stories inspired by the vivid illustrations in our books. The sequential images created by 
our professional artists sidestep the most daunting aspect of creative writing—the blank page—and 
provide a jumping-off point for young writers to express themselves on paper. The tangible nature of 
our books entices even the most tech-savvy kids to take a step back from their screens and immerse 
themselves in the task of writing by hand - a lost art that studies demonstrate is vital and necessary 
to maintain. The open-ended format will appeal to each individual student’s learning strengths while 
assisting you in identifying where there is room for growth.

WRiTE BRAiN in the Middle School Classroom
The Middle School curriculum of the WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS narrative and creative writing program is 
designed to help students prepare for the English Language Arts classes and tests at the High School 
level in an inspiring way that makes writing more desirable. The in-depth lesson plans and unique 
content of the WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS program help student writers learn not only myriad writing 
skills, but also practical application tools in areas such as decision-making, idea development, 
problem-solving, task completion, peer-to-peer feedback, diplomacy, collaboration, and more. This 
series of WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS lesson plans enhances and develops 21st Century learning skills in 
young people who are preparing for higher education, community impact, and eventually  career 
environments, as well as for real life-scenarios that will help to create the fabric of their futures.

WRiTE BRAiN Classroom Curriculum - How to Use These Lessons
These lesson plans, worksheets, and resources support a classroom unit of study on narrative, 
creative, and expository writing using WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS. Each lesson may be experienced in one 
class or a number of classes, depending on the needs of the particular group and the goals of the 
teacher. The program can be implemented throughout an entire semester or over the course of a full 
academic year. 
          
The entire series of lessons supports educators who wish to work through the whole writing cycle: 
imagining, drafting, revising, editing, sharing, and “publishing.”  The lessons are designed to be used 
sequentially; however, they can easily be adapted, shortened, or lengthened to meet your classroom needs.  
An educator can extend the program by up to 20 hours by reusing the Story Mats and Story Builder Cards.

As students engage with this program, a typical grading system may not be 
beneficial. If grades were ours to give, every student who participates, completes 

a WRiTE BRAiN BOOK, and becomes an author would deserve an A+.  ONLY YOU 
CAN DEVISE THE BEST APPROACH TO THE ISSUE OF GRADING YOUR STUDENTS. 
The student self-assessment checklists, along with the pre- and post-project surveys 

will be helpful tools for measuring your students’ success throughout the process.
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Rubrics / Assessments
WRiTE BRAiN provides a set of rubrics designed as assessment tools for you to apply if 
pre- and post-project measurement of students’ creative writing skills and vocabulary 
development are the desired focus of your school/organization. It is important to note 
that the WRiTE BRAiN philosophy is that data gathered with the purpose of assessing 
student outcomes and academic growth has relevance for those skills for which there 
are applicable metrics. 

A student’s ability to process their own feelings and to empathize with the feelings 
and experiences of others are vital life skills not measurable by rubrics or test scores. 
While valuable, especially when used as supplemental to more robust literacy-based 
assessment tools, the attached rubrics are specific to this children’s book authoring 
program and address the areas outlined. 
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“Disguised Learning”“Disguised Learning”
We know that educators never want to let a moment pass by that could be a learning opportunity. 
The WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS curricula & programs are so fun and engaging that students don’t even 
know they’re learning. They don’t know how much you are teaching them about English Language 
Arts and how many skills they are developing. When a young person is inspired and working without 
fear, they are successful in their academic pursuits, courageous, creative, and more confident all-
around.

“Experiential Learning”“Experiential Learning”
Experiential learning is the process of learning through experience, and is more specifically defined as 
“learning through reflection on doing.” Experiential learning is distinct from rote or didactic learning, 
in which the learner plays a comparatively passive role.  

David Kolb (renowned educational theorist) states that in order to gain genuine knowledge 
from an experience, the learner must have four abilities:

Customize to meet your time & schedule!

This Program is designed to be easily customized to meet the needs of your class and the time 
constraints of your schedule. You can implement this program for 45 minutes to an hour per 
day for an approximately 10-week experience, or extend the use of all materials provided for a 
writing program spanning a full semester. (There are up to 80 hours of lessons and activities 
in this program.) Have students write and revise their short stories on notebook paper for the 
Story Mat lesson plan in Part Two - Independent Authorship. Collect the unmarked mats at the 
end of the activity to use during another session. Give each writer the chance to interpret and 
create the stories for different, vividly illustrated scenes throughout the independent authoring 
portion of the program.  They will enjoy seeing how unique each person’s interpretation of the 
same illustration can be. With 20 students and 20 different Story Mats, your class will write 400 
original short stories by the end of the WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS experience.
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• The learner must be willing to be actively 
involved in the experience;

• The learner must be able to reflect on the 
experience;

• The learner must possess and use analytical 
skills to conceptualize the experience; and

• The learner must possess decision-making 
and problem-solving skills in order to use the 
new ideas gained from the experience.

21ST Century Skills - Students Will:

• Author stories inspired by WRiTE BRAiN’s 
compelling, colorful, and sequential book 
illustrations

• Learn to give and receive peer feedback
• Learn to work collaboratively and 

independently
• Learn to consider the “reader” of their soon-

to-be completed book
• Activate under-developed parts of the brain
• Learn to integrate diverse viewpoints and 

perspectives of others
• Learn to present their work aloud, both 

clearly and creatively
• Learn to present information in a clear, 

concise, and organized way
• Think critically and creatively to choose, 

research, and write about a specific topic of 
interest

• Have their completed stories professionally 
published into books they can have, hold, and 
share with family, friends, and perhaps even 
their own children later in life

English Language Arts - Students Will 
Develop Literacy Skills in the Following 

Areas:

• Vocabulary   
• Storytelling
• Creative writing
• Expository Writing
• Handwriting 
• Use of descriptive language
• Outlining
• Sequencing and plotting a storyline
• Sentence structure
• Reading comprehension
• Spelling
• Grammar and punctuation
• Thesaurus and Dictionary use
• Proofreading and editing 
• Peer editing, collaboration, and critique 
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This ProgramThis Program
What Is Provided: 

• A set of 25 professionally illustrated books 
(two copies each of 12 illustration styles, and 
one book to use as the model)

• A pad of Story Mats for short writing 
exercises

• A pack of Story Builder Cards for icebreaker 
and ongoing writing experiences

• A complete set of perforated worksheets you 
will photocopy for your students 

• Pre- and Post-project surveys for your own 
research (please share with us!)

• Student Self-Assessment Checklist
• WRiTE BRAiN’s Basic Punctuation & 

Grammar reference chart
• WRiTE BRAiN pencils for every student 

author
• Official WRiTE BRAiN “Author” Certificates 

for each student author
• A note of encouragement from Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid author, Jeff Kinney.
• Publishing codes for group-authored and 

individually-authored books
• Sample copies of published student-authored 

books

What Is Needed  

• A dedicated WRiTE BRAiN notebook for each 
student 

• Pencil sharpener(s)
• A chalkboard, whiteboard, or chart paper
• Sample passages from current or past reading 

list 
• Computer & Internet Access* 

What Is Optional

• Projector and viewing screen or whiteboard

*Program can be implemented without computer 
& internet access but would not include the use of 
our Book Builder or publishing of student-authored 
books.

Student or 
Teacher Prep: 

Bring in your own selection of model books, or have students bring in a favorite 
children’s book. These books will be utilized and referred to throughout the 
program. Sample books can be from authors such as Ezra Jack Keats, Donald 
Crews, Patricia Polacco, Dr. Seuss, Eric Carle, Jeff Kinney, Chris van Allsburg, 
James Marshall, Lois Lowry, Mo Willems, Margaret Wise Brown, William Steig, 
or Audrey Penn. (If these are not available, feel free to choose your own.)

Worksheet examples

Setting Snapshots Worksheet

Author’s Name

Illustrator’s Name

Teacher/Facilitator

Page #

Page #

Page #

Page #

Page #

Snapshot

Snapshot

Snapshot

Snapshot

Snapshot

Creating Character Support Sheet

Use the questions below to guide you in note taking and development 
of your main and secondary characters in your Write Brain book. 

You can make notes on this sheet and in your notebooks.

•  What  are  the qual i t ies  and personal i ty  t ra i ts  of  the characters  in 
your  book that  draw you to  them? 

•  What  can you write  in  your  story  that  would make a  few of  your 
characters  memorable?

•  How would you descr ibe the behaviors  or  personal i ty  of  the main 
characters  of  your  storybook?

• What  do these characters  SAY (words)  that  wi l l  stay with  the 
reader  of  your  story?

• How do YOU relate  to  each character  in  your  story?

Setting Snapshots Support Sheet
High School Level Writing Prompts

Use the prompts and questions below to guide you in note taking and development 

of your setting/environment for different scenes in your WRiTE BRAiN BOOK.

SETTING DEVELOPMENT:

1 .  What  feel ing is  the i l lustrator  t ry ing to  invoke with the images on the f i rst  few 

pages of  your  book? 

2 .  When you look at  the i l lustrat ions,  does the environment  depicted in  the 

ar twork provoke a  sense of  hope,  happiness ,  fear,  worry,  sadness,  excitement? 

•  Make a  l ist  of  descr ipt ive  words that  descr ibe the sett ing.  Use a l l  of  your 

senses. 

•  Reference a  thesaurus or  the Adject ive Al ley  sheets  for  expanded vocabulary 

opt ions.  

Sample adjectives:  

m a g i ca l 

d a m p 

c re e py 

m u s ty

m o u n ta i n o u s

v i b ra n t

•  Make note of  the pages where you may want  to  ground the characters  and the 

act ion in  new deta i l s  about  the sett ing.  

•  How does the sett ing move your  story  forward? 

•  How does a  change in  sett ing  a f fect  your  characters? 

•  Write  about  the impor tance  of  sett ing  in  your  story.

Positive 
Feedback for the

 Author Worksheet

Positive Feedback

Reviewer

Teacher/Facilitator

Am I a WRiTE BRAiN THINKER?
Student Name

(Pre- and Post-Project Survey for Grades 9th, 10th, 11th & 12th)

Date

www.WriteBrainBooks.com

Use this pre and post survey to measure student skills in English and Language Arts before you begin using the WRiTE BRAiN 

program and following the presentation at the end of the WRiTE BRAiN program.

Have students read each sentence and check the box that applies to them. 
ALWAYS

MOST TIMES SOMETIMES
RARELY

NEVER

I am confident in my writing skills

I can organize my ideas in a helpful manner

I consider myself a courageous person

My ideas are worth sharing
I use words and language to create specific details

I access my imagination to create new ideas

I work well when collaborating with others 

I like to use informational texts (dictionary, 

thesaurus) to support my writing

I can create the plotline of a story

I have confidence in my decision making

I am a strong spellerI know how to respect my classmates ideas

I understand how to develop a character

I enjoy writing I consider myself a creative person

I understand the value of cooperation

I understand how to reflect and revise my writing

I understand how to complete a project

I actively participate in conversations 

I consider myself a confident person

I enjoy solving problems 
I like feedback and don’t feel criticized

I like writing by hand I can edit and revise my own work

I am have strong presentation skills

Reflective Personal Essay
Author’s Name

Self Assessment Checklist

Student Name

Date

www.WriteBrainBooks.com

GROUP AUTHORSHIP
Complete Incomplete Teachers Comments 

Collaboration skills 

Compelling lead

Consulted reference materials 

Theme clearly embedded

Setting Snapshots incorporated

Clear plotline 

Utilizing new vocabulary

Characters are fully developed

Thoughtful word choice (descriptive language)

Enhanced moments in the story 

Thoughtful conclusion

Self-edited for punctuation and other 

conventions 

Story pace and tempo is intentional 

Respecting  your illustrator’s point of view

Group feedback process

Clear understanding of a children’s audience

Well thought out title, bio and dedication 

Reflective Essay is introspective and has clear 

expression 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORSHIP
Complete Incomplete Teachers Comments 

Self-directed writing 

Stories tense is past or present 

Engaged-Share-Focus-Listen

Self-Edit: punctuation and spelling 

Presented aloud to others

Increased ability to understand others’ 

perspectives 

(Please make copies for a
ll students)

Pliable Plotlines Support Sheet
High School Level Writing Prompts

Consider these questions and use your answers as a guide to map out your book’s plotline in your notebook. Use this Support Sheet for both group and individual authoring.

1 .  Who are the characters  and how are they re lated to  each other?
2.  Where is  th is  story  taking place? 

3 .  Does the sett ing change from the beginning to  the end of  the story?
4.  What  is  the problem or  conf l ict  in  the story? 

5 .  Who is  struggl ing or  in  need of  something in  th is  story?
6.  What  is  happening in  th is  story  that  makes the reader  want  to  f ind out  what wi l l  happen next? 

7.  What  is  the bui ld ing tension or  excitement?

8.  How do the characters  begin  to  f ind a  way to  solve their  problems or  f ind help? 
9.  What  do the characters  wish for  that  can begin to  come true for  them? 
10.  How can you help your  reader  to  bel ieve the change is  possible? 
11 .  Are the characters  changing? I f  so,  how? I f  not ,  why?
12.  How does th is  story  end? What  happens to  a l l  the characters? How have they changed or  not  changed? What  feel ings do you want  the reader  to  be lef t  with?
13.  What  lessons or  b ig  ideas are  lef t  with  the reader? 
14.  What  purpose does the story  serve?

NOTE:  Think  about  poss ib i l i t ies  for  a l ternat ives/changes  to  your  p lan .Be open to  the  fact  that  your  p lot l ine  ideas  may change as  you work  as  long as  the  ideas  you have  are  mir rored  in  the  i l lust rator ’s  images .  Do you have some a l ternate  ideas  for  the  s tory  a l ready? I f  so,  wr i te  these  down!
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Book BuddiesBook Buddies
...........................................................................................................................................

Mentorship OpportunitiesMentorship Opportunities
...........................................................................................................................................

Team up with another teacher at your school and arrange a time for the writers in your class to visit 
students younger than themselves. This is a great chance for your soon-to-be published authors 
to read their stories aloud and get helpful feedback from their young audience!  Think of how 
empowering it will be for younger students to offer their insights and ideas to students at higher 
grade levels who are seeking their opinions.

Once your students have become published authors of their own WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS, give them 
an opportunity to take the lead and share their experience with others. With additional WRiTE BRAiN 
Story Mats and Story Builder Cards, your authors can guide a group or class of younger students 
through the same authoring and presenting processes. It will be amazing to watch their writing skills 
reinforced as they mentor and inspire other children to learn and love writing.  (See the Mentorship & 
Community Service Sheet in the back of this guide.)

WRiTE BRAiN for English Language Learners 
...........................................................................................................................................
Writing can be a challenge for any student, but ELLs face the additional and often daunting 
challenge of working with a new and unfamiliar language. With WRiTE BRAiN, the emphasis is 
less on knowing the “right words” and more on imagining a story and discovering the best language 
to bring that story to life. 

Every element of our curricula is research-based, carefully crafted, and inspired by the expressed 
needs of educators and the diverse students they teach. It is proven to grow ELL students’ vocabulary, 
writing skills, engagement, and confidence by leaps and bounds. Our activities are designed to build 
and reinforce students’ grasp of English grammar, while at the same time develop their higher-order 
and critical thinking skills. 

The WRiTE BRAiN experience not only increases ELLs’ proficiency in English, it dramatically decreases 
their fear of using it, giving them a greater range of literary motion, courage when speaking or reading 
aloud, and confidence to express themselves creatively as they work collaboratively with their peers. 

In the back of this guide is a personal letter from best-selling children’s book 
author Jeff Kinney (Diary of a Wimpy Kid), written to encourage young writers 
on their journey to becoming published authors themselves. Make copies of 
this letter and hand one out to each student before the writing process begins.  

The worksheet packet in your class package includes a set of graphic organizers and vocabulary word banks, as well as 
additional scaffolding worksheets. These scaffolding worksheets were originally designed to support English Learners 
at all levels, but here at WRiTE BRAiN, we see these as extremely useful for students of all ages, backgrounds and 
learning styles who are reading and writing below grade level and students with any type of learning disability. We 
know that integrating these scaffolding tools will contribute to your successful implementation.
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Sample LessonSample Lesson: Mapping & Planning – Structure the Storyline
...........................................................................................................................................

Objective: 
Students will discuss and plan the basic storyline 
for their WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS with their group 
coauthors. Emphasize to the students that 
their initial storyline plans may change as they 
progress through the writing program. 

1. Ask the class to return to their writing 
groups. Have student authors review their 
Lesson #7 research regarding the term 
plotline. (Definition: Events that make up 
a story, particularly as they relate to one 
another in a pattern, in a sequence, through 
cause and effect, how the reader views the 
story, or simply by coincidence). They can 
use a dictionary or the Internet.

  
2. Ask student authors to discuss how they 

identify a plotline in their favorite books, 
plays, or movies.

3. Ask them to look through their WRiTE 
BRAiN BOOK and discuss what they think 
the plotline of their book might be. Provide 
these helpful hints if needed:  

• The beginning introduces characters 
and setting.

• A problem or conflict in a story begins 
to be revealed shortly afterward.

• The middle of a story is the time for an 
escalation in the storyline. 

• Believable problem solving occurs 
toward the end of a story.

• Resolution and closure happen at the 
end of a story.

4. Ask student groups to continue 
looking through their WRiTE BRAiN 
BOOKS, investigating and exploring the 
illustrations.

Materials:
• Group WRiTE BRAiN BOOKS 
• Teacher’s demonstration WRiTE BRAiN BOOK
• Author notebooks and pencils
• Internet access, dictionary, or access to the 

school library
• Copies of the Storyline Planning Worksheet 

5. Explain to student authors that the 
plotline ideas are flexible, pliable, and 
changeable, and they should not become 
stuck on any one thought. They can revise 
and reconstruct the plotline as they work.

Teacher’s Note: The terms plotline and storyline 
are used interchangeably in this guide.

6. Hand out Storyline Planning Worksheets. 
In their notebooks, have each author 
craft a brief outline of the beginning 
(images 1-3), middle (images 4-7), and 
end (images 8-10), and then transfer their 
final sentence on their individual Storyline 
Planning Worksheet.

7. Have students share their individual 
storylines with the members of their 
group.

REMEMBER and REMIND: Collaboration is 
a process that requires them to include the 
ideas and opinions of their fellow authors.

8. The entire rough draft should be 
written in the home notebook and then 
revised before it is written into the final, 
illustrated workbook.

9. Next, have student groups discuss their 
individual worksheets and confer and 
collaborate to choose or create the 
sentences that they agree are the best to 
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outline the beginning, middle and end of 
their group book.

10. The group must come to consensus on 
the text for the group’s final Storyline 
Planning Worksheet.

The story-planning process requires your 
students’ critical thinking skills.     

Teacher’s Note: By this time, each student 
has completed his/her own Storyline Planning 
Worksheet for the group book. Each group has 
collaborated to co-create the storyline for their 
group’s Storyline Planning Worksheet.

Teacher’s Note: Tell students that you will be 
reading their notebooks regularly, and whether or 
not the writing ends up in the published version of 
the story, all entries and participation in the writing 
of the collaborative story will receive credit. You 
can tell students that professional authors often 
write whole novels that don’t make it into print, and 
that refining ideas is a part of the creative process. 
Explain to the students that the last stage of the 
process will be typing the story and uploading it 
onto the innovative WRiTE BRAiN Book Builder for 
publication. 

Remind students throughout the creative 
process that ALL of their ideas are important and 
valuable.
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